
Preserving & Protecting 
the Sax-Zim Bog for  
Future Generations of  
Birds & Birders

Great Gray Owl 
(Strix nebulosa)
by Sandy Hokanson

Sax-Zim Bog 2021



In person again!
Ahhh…This is the Sax-Zim Bog I love…fresh air, boreal birds, orchids…
and seeing our “bog buddies” back in-person! After last winter’s 

Covid-induced closing of the Welcome Center and the cancellation of all 
fi eld trips, we happily resumed in-person fi eld trips in May and had the 
Welcome Center staffed June through August. We still limited participant 
numbers and all had to drive along in their own vehicles, but we were 
face-to-face again!

And the best part is the Welcome Center will be open this winter!
Of course your safety (and ours) is fi rst priority. So there will be some 
guidelines in place, and this is what we are thinking as of October 2021:

   —Masks are mandatory in the Welcome Center
   —Only six guests inside the Welcome Center at any one time.

Looking forward to seeing you all again soon!

Armchair Birding
If Covid has taught us all one thing it is that we can connect with places 
and people virtually with great ease. It may not be our fi rst choice, but 
it can be a great way to stay in touch and learn from the comfort of our 
living room.

Since March of 2020 we have posted 29 videos. You have joined me on 
twenty “Virtually Live” fi eld trips in Sax-Zim, and followed along on nine 
outings with Clinton as he explored our “non-feathered” fauna and fl ora.

And here’s the exciting part…We are not going to stop! You all have given 
us such positive feedback that we will continue making videos and pro-
ducing online webinars that highlight the best of Sax-Zim. In the works 
are Clinton’s Critters episodes on Hawk Owls and the Weasel family.

Barriers to Enjoying Sax-Zim
We at Friends of Sax-Zim Bog are increasingly aware of the barriers and 
accessibility challenges that prevent folks from enjoying the Bog. And we 
want to improve that situation.

The number one “Barrier to enjoying Sax-Zim” in our survey was “Dis-
tance from my Home.” Other top responses were “Too many people in the 
Bog,” “Fear of non-birder friendly local residents,” “Mosquitoes, Ticks & 
Flies,” “Winter Weather/Cold/Stuck in Ditch” and “Lack of information 
on where to bird/where to stay” (this is on our website). These certainly 
are barriers, but unfortunately we can’t do much about most of them.

On the other hand, accessibility issues, though small in number, are items 
we need to take a look at: “Lack of accessible bathrooms” (19%) (Though 
the outhouse at the Welcome Center is accessible, it is the only one in the 
Bog in winter), “Lack of accessible lodging” (12%), “Lack of bathrooms 
with fl ush toilets/running water” (10%), “Mobility issues” (6%), “Lack of 

accessible trails/boardwalks” (5%) (but actually two of our boardwalks 
are wheelchair accessible), “Safety due to my gender” (5%) and “Safety 
due to my skin color” (1%).

So what are we doing? Step one was putting accessibility info for four 
of our sites on Audubon’s birdability.org website so folks with ability 
limits can know where to go in Sax-Zim. We are also trying to fi nd volun-
teers to shovel the boardwalks in winter since many of you commented 
on how treacherous they can be.

What you don’t like about the bog (& do like)
Our mega-survey (29 questions!) in spring 2021 was an eye-opener to our 
members’ perspective on the Sax-Zim Bog and Friends of Sax-Zim Bog. 
We thank all 339 of you for your very honest feedback on how you 
believe we can make the Bog a better place for humans and wildlife.

56% visit mainly in the winter while 25% try to visit in all seasons (11% 
only in spring/summer). 16% visit more than 5 times per year, 28% visit 
2-4 times per year, 28% visit only once per year, and 19% are only able to 
make it to Sax-Zim every few years.

33% come to the Bog mainly to see and photograph Great Gray Owls (Re-
ally? Seems like this would be higher).

27% of you consider yourself primarily a “serious birder/lister” (19% as 
“beginning/intermediate birder), while 30% have more general interests 
(“general nature enthusiast” or “naturalist”). Surprising to me, only 20% 
of you thought of yourself as principally a bird/wildlife photographer. I 
see LOTS of big lenses in the Bog! But in question 17 nearly 60% of you 
said that you had participated in bird/wildlife photography in the last 
couple years. 

Combining the responses “Very Important to me” and “Somewhat Im-
portant,” the top four Most Important FOSZB Outreach Items were 69% 
“Videos by Sparky and Clinton,” 70% “Speaking to a Naturalist in person 
at the Welcome Center,” 76% “e-Newsletter,” and a whopping 96% “Bird-
ing Map.”

66% of you have watched at least one video or webinar online.

Down the Bog Trail...
What’s next for Friends of Sax-Zim Bog? The most exciting thing is 
closing on over 4,200 acres of land in the next 10 months! These mega 
land preservation projects have been a long time coming but will perma-
nently protect a big chunk of our Owls & Warblers Critical Corridor (see 
details in this annual report).

And we’ll surprise you with some other exciting projects coming soon.

—Sparky Stensaas, Executive Director

Sax-Zim is YOUR Bog!

Watching a Great Gray Owl on our “Things that Go Buzz, 
Croak, Hoot & Bump in the Night” fi eld trip.

accessible trails/boardwalks” (5%) (but actually two of our boardwalks 
are wheelchair accessible), “Safety due to my gender” (5%) and “Safety 

Auggie’s Owls 
have a new home 
thanks to board 
member Rubin!

The “Loo-vre,” the world’s only outhouse/art 
gallery is open now at the Welcome Center!

Sparky Stensaas
Executive Director



2021 Member Survey

You Told Us!

W e were thrilled that most of you knew that FOSZB is primarily 
a Land Preservation organization! That is our primary goal, 

along with education. 

H ighest priorities for Friends of Sax-Zim Bog? You overwhelmingly 
thought bog habitat preservation should be our number one pri-

ority. Interestingly, political action came in second. That is a fi eld we 
have not really entered yet. But certainly if legislation threatened the 
Sax-Zim Bog we would jump in to the fray.

Two items that did not even make the “Highest Priority” chart scored 
very well due to many choosing the “Important” and “Nice, but Not 
Critical” options were Creating more Boardwalks/Trails and Virtual 
Education via Sparky and Clinton’s videos.

We did not list items that less than 10% of you thought should be a high 
priority. These included: Bringing more visitors to Sax-Zim, Putting on 
multi-day Festivals, and Policing behavior of photographers. 

You can see the complete survey 
results (all 29 questions!) by 

scanning here or going to 
www.saxzim.org and clicking 

the link on the homepage. 

Thank you to all 339 
of you that fi lled out 
our 2021 Survey!{

Y our Wishlist for us! Using a weighted average, “More Bog 
Boardwalks” came out on top, followed by “Better Parking 

areas,” “More outhouses,” “Longer Welcome Center hours/year-
round” and “Expanded Welcome Center and displays.” Lowest 
priorities (not shown) were “Heated bathrooms with running water,” 
“Picnic Tables/shelters” and “Food/drink at Welcome Center.”
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N O T  I M P O RTA N T
The Wishlist

What you do in the BogOur Focus

Our Mission

77%

27% 26%

20%

18%

...FOSZB has a Good Neighbor Grant for local projects? (28% were aware)

...Our phone line (218-209-2266) has loads of info (only 16% did)

...Birding Guides are listed under the “Birding the Bog” tab on our web-
site? (50% did). Lodging info too! (46% did not realize this).

...Visiting birders/photographers bring in over a MILLION dollars to the 
regional economy each winter (84% had no idea of this impact)

...Suggested etiquette for birders & photographers can be found on our 
birding map and website (68% did!)

...Friends of Sax-Zim Bog can accept gifts of stock (71% did not).

Land preservation organization

Birding organization

Tourism/visitor organization

Other

Bog habitat preservation

Political action (environmental)

Wildlife research & science

Maintaining bird feeders

Non-bog land preservation

Providing owl & bird locations

Year-round nature center

Education for school groups

11%
11%

11%

*Percentage who thought this focus 
should be FOSZB’s “Highest Priority”[ ]

Did you Know that...

B irding is of course the core reason many of you come to Sax-
Zim. It also was obvious that you often engage in multiple ac-

tivities. Interest in “non-bird” species is increasing and we hope to 
put out some maps/guides to wildfl owers and other groups by next 
spring. And last but not least…only 4% of you admitted that you’d 
spent time “Looking for Bigfoot” in Sax-Zim in the last couple years. 
C’mon! I know it’s higher than that.

What you do in the Bog
BB irding is of course the core reason many of you come to Sax-
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Visitation
Once per year 2-4 times per year

every few 
years

Never been to the Bog

Live in 
the Bog

5+ time 
per year
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Over 4,000 acres to be added to our Critical Corridor Project in next 10 months
Thanks to our “Bog Buddy” Donors Like You!

Friends of Sax-Zim Bog has been working 
on these deals for several years and we 
can fi nally reveal the locations of these 

important parcels to be preserved.

The parcels in purple are currently part of 
the Lake Superior Wetland Bank but the own-
er is selling off the land. Since it is currently 
in the federal wetland bank program, it is 
under a permanent conservation easement. 
This means that it cannot be developed or al-
tered in any way; no logging, no mining (we 
would own the mineral rights as well), no 
construction, no roads or trails. But we may 
be able to get permission to put in boardwalks.

In green are parcels that are part of a com-
plicated trade with St. Louis County. The 
green parcel west of McDavitt is especially 
crucial since it is not only the entire west 
stretch of the “Miracle Mile” birding bog, 
but also, farther west, is the site of the most 
dense population of Connecticut Warblers 
remaining in Sax-Zim (that we know of).

This purchase will also include the prime 
Black Spruce/Tamarack bog along Owl Avenue 
and 60 acres surrounding the Welcome Center 
where we can add another boardwalk.

GOAL: $887,000CPL Grant: $400,000

Here are the Lands being preserved

Forever Home for Great Gray OWLS

Welcome Center

Fall 2021 purchase—3,200 acres Summer 2022 purchase—1,010 acres

feeders

Haven f� Boreal Critters in S� -Zim
Friends of S� -Zim Bog has an in� edible � p� tunity in 2021-2022 to 
   ADD OVER 4,000 ACRES to � r protected lands in S� -Zim.
S Almost ALL of the best birding corridors along Admiral & McDavitt Roads would be forever 
 protected including the “Miracle Mile”!

S Vast majority is mature Black Spruce & Tamarack bog
S 60 acres around the Welcome Center would be included in the 2022 purchase

S Prime habitat for the Great Gray Owl & declining Connecticut Warbler would be protected

S Donations of $1,000 and over can include your name (or honorarium/memorial) on 1-acre of bog
*2021 purchase is currently under a permanent conservation easement **18% of donations goes to land maintenance & management

Leave your Legacy in Land!*contact Sparky for opportunities

Donations from our Bog Buddies: $448,000

“Miracle 
  Mile” bog

Aerial view of some of the bog forests we are trying to protect
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O  n July 17, 2021 the 9th Annual Sax-Zim Bog BioBlitz was the best attended yet, with a record 65 partici-

pants! With our amazing fi eld trip leaders we were able to offer 11 different fi eld trips throughout the 
day. Two new fi eld trips were added this year: Bumblebees and allies, as well as Galls, Rusts, Brooms and 

Non-metazoan Plant Diseases. After the fi eld trips we all convened at the Welcome Center for a time of sharing.

We documented a grand total of 725 species of which 114 were new to the Master 
Species list! These impressive totals are the second highest ever for our BioBlitz 
and contained some truly amazing species. Of the 114 new species to the species 
list, 53 additions came from the Galls, Rusts, and Brooms fi eld trip, 21 new species 
from the Moths fi eld trip, and 19 new additions from both of the Flora fi eld trips. 

Some good fi nds included Frigid Bumble Bee, Striped Jumping Spider, Black-billed Cuckoo, Great 
Plains Goldenrod, Black Sandshell, Rose Hooktip moth, Dion Skipper and Swift River Cruiser.

Special thanks to our fi eld trip leaders this year: Tony Ernst, Chad Heins, Kim & Cindy Risen, Jerry 
McCormick, Jason Heinen, Jason Husveth, Kelly Beaster and Clinton & Kristina Dexter-Nienhaus.

Record 65 Participants & over 700 species documented on 11 Field Trips!
Back Together for BioBlitz IX

Bog
BioBlitz X

tentatively set for 
Aug 6, 2022

FOSZB

Fish fi nds on the St. 
Louis River

Netting fish 
on the 

St. Louis 
River

HOW?: You create an original piece of bird art that measures 6x6” or smaller (No exceptions!). Any 
medium except photography. This is a fun and profi table fundraiser for us. See ALL art online!

WHAT?: All we ask is that the artist create an original piece of bird art...It should be a species that is 
found in northern Minnesota, but we are fl exible. OWLS are always popular (Great Gray, Hawk Owl, 
Boreal Owl, Saw-whet Owl), but any boreal bird is great. Art does not need to be framed...But it may 
fetch a higher price if it is. **ANY MEDIUM IS OKAY! ...Oils, Watercolor, Pencil, collage, whatever! No 
Photography please.

WHEN?: Please get to us by no later than January 10, 2022

Thank you in advance! MORE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE

Leave your Legacy in Land!

Butterfl y fi eld trip

Kelly Beaster (right) 
leads the fl ora group

Scan to watch the wrap-up video of the BioBlitz, or link via our website!

Sharing time after the BioBlitz 
fi eld trips

Auction will be online beginning January 27, 2022
Calling All Artists!  Tiny Bird Art Auction

WORLD’S COLDEST BIRDATHON
January 7 & 8, 2022 
1-day or 2-day events [Details on our Website]



Donors  April 2020 - March 2021 (fi scal year)

Susan & Peter Moe 
Moody’s Foundation: Employee 
 Giving Program 
Marcia & Ken Nelson 
Roderick Charitable Fund 
Howard & Judy Rowe, 
 David & Christina, 
 Michael & Michelle 
 In memory of 
 Stanley Stensaas
Stephanie Russell 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Saint Paul Audubon Society 
Deborah Samac 
Eileen Schantz-Hansen 
 To support Abbie Valine’s 
 Northern Shrike project
Renee Schlabach 
Linda & Mike Schwegman 
Theresa Smith 
 & Mark Danielson 
Rubin Stenseng 
 & Sue Wilmes 
John & Glennah Trochet 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Wallin Foundation 
Whole Foods Co-op 

$100-$499
Anonymous 
 In memory of Judy Sabee
3M 
Barb Akre 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Alesches Accommodations 
 In memory of Tom Malone
Phyllis Alsdurf 
Ameriprise Financial, Inc 
Susan & Brian Anderson 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Lesa Andree 
John Arthur & Pamela Deer-
wood 
Carol Aschbacher 
Sue Ascher 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Parker Backstrom & 
 Holly Weston 
Paul Baepler 
Geoffrey Barnard 
Dick & Patti Bartlett 
Paul & Kathrynne Baumtrog 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Sheree Beam & Danna Harris 
Donald Beck 
Jonathan & Elizabeth Beck 
Cory Bedeaux 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Lauren & Kyle Belcher 
Tom & Elizabeth Bell 
Judith Benka 
Anne Benoit & Joseph McNally 
Susan Bergman 
 & Barbara McGregor 
Karen Block 
 In honor of Greg Block 
Greg & Pat Bluhm 
Stephen Bockhold 
 & Annmarie Geniusz 
Phyllis Bofferding 

Suzanne Boley 
 In honor of Steve Boley
Marsha & Lawrence Bonicatto 
Tom Booker 
Sandy Borsheim 
 In memory of Jon Mathson
Suzanne & Hans Borstad 
 In memory of Bob Russell
William Bouton 
Kathy & Van Bowersox 
Joan & David Bowlin 
Mark & Susan Bowman 
Shelley Bowman 
Robert Boyajian 
Peggy Brennan 
 In honor of Norma Kjos 
 & Dick Smith
Rob Broeren 
Steve & Cindy Broste 
Vanessa Brown-McGuire 
 Family Charitable Fund 
Monica Bryand 
Paul & Mariann Budde 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Diana Burlison 
Greg Burnes 
Curtis Bush 
Therese & Ed Cacek 
 In memory of Bob Russell
John Carlson of
 Forester John Essential Oils 
David Carman 
Reid Carron & Rebecca Rom 
Jeff & Carol Carter 
Mary Chabot 
Paul Chad 
Nate & Emily Chandler 
Tammie Chapin 
Bonnie Christensen 
Karen Christy & Brian Groh 
Phil Chu & Jeannie Leigh 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Judith Clayton 
Elizabeth & Greg Closmore 
Patricia Colburn 
Judith Ann Collopy 
Les Conrad 
Thomas Cooper 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Robert Crabb 
 & Andrea Lambrecht 
Michael Cranston 
Kimberly D Cuccaro 
 In memory of Judith Sabee
Maurine Davidson 
Marjorie Davis 
Joan Day 
Elliott & Anna De St.Croix 
Terry DeBey 
Lynne Dekker 
Sarah Dennett 
 & Hans Muessig 
Kathleen Dexter 
 In honor of Clinton & Kristina 
 Dexter-Nienhaus
Marianne Diericks 
Jerry & Carol Dirks 
Tom Dougherty 
Diana Doyle 
Michael Drayer 

Deb & Greg Drexler 
 In memory of Valerie Ralph
Betsy & Sandy Dugan 
Scott Dulas 
Chris & Cindy Edwardson 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Mike & Deb Eickman 
Jonathan & Tamera Eirten 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Ken & Carol Ellstrom 
Kenneth Erickson 
Rondi Erickson 
Tony Ernst 
Ronald Erpelding 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Roberta Etherington 
 In honor of Stan 
 & Connie Stensaas
Karen Fairweather 
Deborah Fellows 
John Finnegan 
Carolyn & Tom Fischer 
Jeff & Michelle Fischer 
Amy Fisher 
 In honor of Meg Burke
Kenneth Fisher 
Nancy & Jim Fisher 
Donald Fondrick 
Amanda Foss 
Michelle Foster 
Beth Foudriat 
Katie & Rick Fournier 
Randy Frederickson 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Ben Fritchman 
Judith & Howard Fulk
 Giving Fund 
Mary Gabrys 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Susan Galatowitsch 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Michael Gaume 
Jill Genaw 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Ralph & Jane Geuder 
Monica Geurts Hall 
Judy Gibbs & Shawn Wentz 
Richard Gibson 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Lori Giebel 
Susan & Frank Gilliland 
 In memory of Robert Smith 
 & Bob Russell
Susan Gilmore 
Diane Gobran & Steve Olson 
J.J. Goodwin 
Janet & John Green 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Stephen Greenfi eld 
Martin Grenzebach 
Joan Griffi th 
Austin Gullixson 
Sandy Gustafson 
Rosemary Guttormsson 
Angie Hames 
Susan Hardy 
Gavia Charitable Fund 
Phil & Helen Hartley 
Susan Hartley 
Daniel Hawkins 

$20,000 and over
Sue & Bruce Henke
Hurben Strohmeyer 
 Giving Fund 
IRRRB- Regional Trails Grant 
Kelly Larson & Carl Newman 
Leuthold Family Foundation 
Chet Meyers 
Lance & Lisa Novak 
Scott Seigfreid Estate 

$10,000-$19,999
Iris Freeman & Warren Woessner 
Arvella Greenway 
 Charitable Fund 

$5,000-$9,999
Gordon Andersson 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Kim Eckert 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Jeanne Kogl 
Reed Family 
Jeff Stephenson 
 In memory of Bob Russell

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous 
Jan Baker & Jackie Alschuler 
Catherine Blackburn 
 & Peter Coleman 
Julia Bohnen 
Mary & Dick Brainerd 
Dale Campau 
Kathy Connelly & 
 Carolyn Sampson 
Gwen & John Detlefsen 
The Elkettes: Keane, Swan, 
 & Du Bois 
Timothy Fitzpatrick In honor of 
 Haley & Olivia Fitzpatrick
Jonathan & Susan Frantz 
Lynn Glesne 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Mary Grahek Charitable Fund 
Amy Haus 
Ed & Linda Hendrickson 
C. Jacoby & J. Narun 
Paul Johnson 
Marilyn Kaeli 
Susan M. Kennedy Fund 
Valerie Kidwell 
Bruce Knutsen 
Maureen & Joey Kolstad 
Larry & Jan Kraemer 
Kathy Lambrow 
Toni Lyrenmann 
Medtronic 
Minneapolis Audubon Society 
Joan & Mike Moser 
Valerie Naylor 
Dr MD Nelson 
Robert Nemzek 
 & Caroline Collins 
Elizabeth Neuvar 
Gene & Julie Ollila 
Olseth Family Foundation 
Mary Anne & Charles O’Malley 
Patrick & Kristie Peters 
Myron & Holly Peterson 

Doris Staub Petrie 
Barbara Possin 
Patricia & Scott Ray 
Stephen & Deborah Roman 
Rose Family 
Virginia Russell 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Sabee Family 
 In memory of Judith Sabee
Susan & Jeffrey Saffl e 
Scott Sharkey 
 In memory of Warren Nelson
Ed & Jane Sibley 
Loren Snyder & 
 Wendy Champness 
George Soule 
Michael Steffes 
Paul Trunk 
 In memory of 
 Thomas Malone
Jill Unferth & John Thieroff 
United Health Group 
Cassie Kennedy, Lance 
 Vrieze, Amelia & Allie 
Tom Will 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Lori Williams & 
 Dave Steininger 
Sandy & Tom Williams 
Scott & Nan Wisherd 

$500-$999
Anonymous Facebook 
 fundraiser
Susan & Gene Bauer 
 Charitable Fund 
Dave & Pam Benson 
 In memory of Richard W. 
 Benson & Bob Russell
Jean Beyer 
William & Laura Blakesley 
Peggy & Chris Carlson 
Eugene & Cynthia Cunningham 
EcoTrust 
Paul Egeland 
 In memory of Bob Russell
John Ellis 
Robin & Charles Ermert 
Mr. Futcher 
Thomas Gilde 
 In memory of Boyd 
 & Lorraine Gilde
Shawn Goodchild 
 & Heather Hundt 
Susan Grant 
Bettie Halverson 
Sally Heuer 
Ann Hobbs & David Livengood 
Karl & Monica Johnston 
Donald & Jean Kaddatz 
James Kiehne & Linda Fritschel 
Steven & Diane Knapp 
Florinus & Shirley Kooyman 
Diana, Stan, & Mike Kulfan 
 In memory of 
 James Brannstrom
Stephen & Lynn Lewis 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Mark & Becky Lystig 
Steve & Diane Millard 



Donors  April 2020 - March 2021 (fi scal year)

Merrie Healy 
Jim Hefl ich & Patty Kellner 
 In honor of Paula Lozano
Bill & Nancy Henke 
 In appreciation for Bob 
 Russell’s mentorship to 
 other birders, most notably 
 Kim Eckert, who has served 
 as a mentor to many.
Diane Herman 
Ruth Hiland 
Christine Hills 
Steve, Michelle, 
 & Madison Hobbs 
Susanne Hoffman 
Pat Hoglund 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Phil & Ebba Holladay 
Robert Holtz 
Ted & Linda Hommema 
Michael Huber & Susan Fuchs 
Mike Humphrey 
Christiane Hyland 
Rob Jackson 
 In honor of Sue Gilpin
Sandi Jacques 
Bob Janssen 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Jessica Jenner 
 In memory of 
 Carolie E. Jenner
Dianna Johnson 
Eric Jokela 
Anne Joseph 
Howard Josephs 
Amy Juraschek 
Kurt Kaiser 
Miriam Karmel 
Sue Kartman 
Kirsten Kepler 
Madeleine Kerr 
Todd & Ann Kiefer 
Bradley King 
Vincent King 
Steven Kirkhorn 
Margaret Kohring 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Amy Kolan 
Michael Koranda 
Wes & Deirdre Kramer 
Karl Krause 
Lorraine Kretchman 
Gary & Judy Kreyer 
Abigail Kritzer 
Byron & Becky Kuster 
George Lahr 
Douglas & Nancy Lane 
David Larson 
Peter Laurie 
Cathy Leece 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Robert Leverich 
 In memory of 
 James Brannstrom
Jim Levitt 
Sarah Lister 
Allen & Kimberle Loken 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Brad & Leslie Long 
Joe Lutz 

Fay & Jeff Maas 
Bob MacNeal & Cindy Gipple 
Michael Maddy 
Janet Majerus 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Al & Liz Makynen 
Craig Mandel 
 In memory of Bob Russell
William Marengo 
 & Esther Gesick 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Maryanne & David Marjamaa 
Warren & Ann Mathson 
 In memory of our son, 
 Jon Mathson
Virginia May 
Douglas Mayo & Susan Long 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Jerry McCormick 
Marc McCurry 
Mary McDowall & Kevin Patty 
Linda McGouirk 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Regine Meissner 
Ron & Sue Miller 
Joanie Mitchell 
Michael Moen 
David & Ann Moffat 
Mark Moilanen 
Tony Moline & Stormy Mochal 
Kim Montgomery 
Charles & Diana Moore 
JM Morris 
Julio Mulero 
Bonnie Mulligan 
 & Charlie Greenman 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Bob & Betsy Myers 
Pamela Myers 
Andy Naber & Dora Miller 
Holly Nass 
Donna & John C. Nelson 
 & family 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Johannes Nelson 
Susanne & Donald Nevin 
Randal Newton 
Kate & Frank Nicoletti 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Jerry & Bonnie Niemi 
Carole Nimlos 
Dan Nolan 
Nordstrom Inc 
Darrin O’Brien 
Kevin O’Connor 
Tim Oksiuta 
Janet Orjala 
Jean Osterheim 
 In memory of Bob Russell
David & Mary Parker 
 Family Trust 
Paul Parker 
Craig Parsons 
Gregory Patient 
 In memory of 
 Judith Sabee
Bill Penning 
Wendy & Duane Pepin 
Carol Perkins 
Pam Perry 

Jim Peterson 
James Phillips 
Phinney/Schultz Charitable 
 Gift Fund 
Nate Popkin & Lisa Weiss 
Jim & Sharon Postance 
Terry Proescholdt 
Michael Prokosch 
Prudential Financial Inc 
Carl Racchini 
Maureen Ramirez 
 & Jim Harkness 
Jim & Joan Rataczak 
John Reed 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Cal & Pat Rice 
Amy Ritter 
Sharon Robertson 
Todd Robinett 
Jo Rohady 
Matt Rohlader 
Lisa Romano 
J Hawkeye Rondeau 
Alexander Rothman 
Sara Rottunda 
Marie Ruthgeerts 
Shelley Rutkin 
Kyle Sandersen 
Linda Schave 
Therese Scheller 
Joel Schmidt 
 & Amanda Raetzman 
Jennifer & Mark 
 Schmidtbauer 
Pete Schmitz 
 In memory of Judy Sabee
James Schnortz 
Peter Schoenberger 
Richard Schoenberger 
Marilyn Schroeder 
Diane Schroepfer 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Rhonda & Ken Schwartz 
Richard Seeley 
Seger-Dykstra Charitable Fund 
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Erika Sitz Charitable Fund 
 In memory of Erika Sitz 
Susan Smith 
Linda Sparling 
 In memory of Bob Russell
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Russ Stanton 
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 In honor of Doris Petrie
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 In memory of Bob Russell
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Debra & Jack Werner-Kelln 
Andrea White 
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Chris Wood 
 In memory of Bob Russell, 
 a great friend to all of us
David Wood 
Laurie Wulff 
Dale Yerger 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Uri Yokel & Kathy Rodriguez 
John Zakelj 
Roy Zimmerman 
 In memory of Bob Russell

Up to $99
Charlotte Ackerley 
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Becky & Bob Agnew 
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 In memory of Judith Sabee
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Lance Benner 
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Mary Genell 
Heather & David Gerth 
Mary Getchell 
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Diane & Patrick Herbert 
Kathy Hermes 
John Hershey 
Michael Hobbs 
John Hockema 
Pete Hoeger 
 In memory of Bob Russell
Nathan Hofstad 
Andrew Hogg 
Dave Holets 
Jennifer Holm 
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 In memory of Bob Russell
Dean Lindeman 
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 In memory of Dan Tanberg
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Tom & Kathy Burns 
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 In memory of Bob Russell
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 In memory of Bob Russell
Pamela Clifford 
Tim Colborn 
Jim & Jan Coleman 
Kevin & Mary Colestock 
Kimberly Conway 
Jack & Debbie Cook 
Carol Cooley 
Laura Corcoran 
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Richard Dinter 
Jody Doll 
Dan & Rebecca Donaldson 
James Dostal 
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 In memory of Bob Russell
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Kenneth Stewart 
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Stella Taylor 
Will Taylor 
Pauline Thaemert 
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Pat Thomas 
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Joan Thompson 
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Sarah Tucker 
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Kim Waltman 
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Donors  Thanks to All! 
We could not survive 
without all of you... 
Our Bog Buddies!{

Thank you All!
We are Humbled by 

your Gifts
Scan to donate



Though winter in-person programs were limited by Covid, we created an array of 
virtual education. Sparky continued Virtually Live Birding videos and I added 
Webinars that were very well attended. We were also able to have a few outreach 

programs to Lake County Illinois Audubon, Indiana Audubon and the North Star Ski Club! 
All these virtual programs combined have had over 14,500 views!  

For the spring and summer education season we were able to ease in to in-person pro-
grams. We set limits to the number of attendees, wore masks and social distanced. We 
were able to fi ll nearly every program offered! Welcome Center Naturalist Jason Heinen 
added his expertise and led a few fi eld trips and two photography workshops.  

It was wonderful to be able to explore the Bog with groups again. Thank you for those who 
have attended our virtual education, to those who attended our in-person education, and 
those who continue to support education efforts in the Sax-Zim Bog! 

Until next time, we will see you in the Bog! 
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Clinton’s Corner

A donation 

of $500 will 

support a week 

of naturalist 

education

WEBINARS & VIDEOS ONLINE
NINE online episodes of Clinton’s Bog-ventures. 
Come along with me on these mini-fi eld trips!
You can fi nd all videos and webinars at saxzim.org 
under the “Videos of Sax-Zim” tab. You can also 
search YouTube for “Clinton’s Bog-ventures.”

Clinton prepares a local school group for an outing looking for animal signs and tracks.

Kids have lots of nature questions 
...and stories!

Shop the Sax-Zimporium!
2022 Bog Wild Calendar, New Ts & Hats: See “Shop” Tab on our website

Our popular calendar is hot off the press! Over 90 stunning 
photos and all taken in the Bog in the last 12 months! 

   Calendar Only...$15; Calendar + Membership...$40

NEW!...BIODIVERSITY THURSDAYS
I have started a weekly Facebook & Instagram post that highlights some 
of our most fascinating groups of fl ora and fauna in the Sax-Zim Bog.

Latest Biodiversity Thursday was about the largest bird in the Sax-Zim 
Bog—Trumpeter Swan! New posts every Thursday on Facebook & Instagram.
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Exciting Kestrel Research in Sax-Zim

Michael Hurben speaking to a full house

The 6th season of monitoring American Kestrel nest boxes in Sax-Zim brought some new faces, new boxes, 
new research opportunities and unexpected results. An additional 14 boxes were added to the land-
scape of the greater Sax-Zim Bog area, increasing our total to 52 boxes! Six new volunteers were 

added to our team and we are thankful for their efforts.

Research efforts were expanded this season. We have begun to color band nestlings! Color bands will 
allow for quick identifi cation of birds that have been banded in the Sax-Zim Bog (see photo below). 

The most exciting development in research is thanks to a new partnership with the Minnesota DNR. With the 
help of Frank Nicoletti, Mark Martell, Kristin Hall and volunteers, we 
were able to place small backpack transmitters on nesting Ameri-
can Kestrels. These transmitters will utilize the MOTUS Tower net-
work (like the MOTUS Tower at the Welcome Center) to track migration 
movements across a broad landscape. Twelve birds from Sax-Zim cur-

rently have transmitters and we can’t 
wait to see where they may travel!

What was unexpected about the 
season? Adverse weather condi-

tions, including drought and extreme 
fl uctuations in temperature early in 
the nesting season may have had an 
impact including a record number of 
nesting failures (6). We also had a 
very early arrival of kestrels, but fairly 
late nesting. They arrived roughly two 
weeks early and we did not see any 

eggs or box occupancy until May 18. Usually, kestrels begin laying eggs 
around May 10 here. We also had the latest occupancy observed so far 
during this project, June 19th. To put this in perspective, last year we 
had already banded the fi rst round of nestlings by this date! 

From a project high of 48 nest boxes, we had a record number of box-
es occupied (23), record number of successful nests (17) and record 
number of chicks produced (67). Especially exciting was the occupan-
cy of 9 of the 14 newly placed boxes. Nesting success, however, was 
below average with 4.4 eggs/nest and 3.9 chicks/nest; these numbers 
are below the project’s average of 4.7 eggs/nest with 4.4 chicks/nest. 

We could not have the continued success of this project to sup-
port these beautiful raptors without the help of our volunteers!
I would like to thank Sarah Beaster, Mary Gabrys, Jean Elton Turbes, 
Brian Scott, Jeri Schwerin, Hannah Toutonghi, Jessica Phoenix, Dawn 
Shold, Gregg Severson and Kellie Hoyt for their efforts this season! 
Project Leader and master bander Frank Nicoletti is invaluable to this 
research. Special thanks to the Simek Family for allowing us to place 
3 boxes on their property. We could not have started this research 
without our Bog Buddies who constructed ALL the nest boxes (!) and 
provided fi nancial support of our Science & Research Fund. Thank you!

Footloose Falcon .. .334 miles in one day!
new Partnership with MN DNR & Motus Tower Network

We have an exciting update on one of the adult female American Kestrels 
we banded and fi tted with a transmitter in Sax-Zim this summer!

Kristin Hall with the Minnesota DNR shared that this kestrel (#33676) was 
detected from three different MOTUS Towers during her September migration! She 
pinged off a MOTUS tower in southwest Missouri near the town of Neosho, which is 
716 miles south of the Sax-Zim Bog!

Most impressive about #33676’s migration so far is that almost half of this migra-
tion distance was completed in one day! She was detected by Carpenter St. Croix 
Valley Nature Center’s MOTUS Tower on September 22nd and on the same day was 
detected at a MOTUS Tower near Grantsville, Missouri... 334 miles in ONE day! 

Kestrel sporting its 
new antennae

You can donate to our Science & Research Fund

Watch Kestrel Banding 

in Virtually Live 19

Sarah Beaster (R) and researcher 
Hannah Toutonghi 

Crowded nest box!

Color bands will help 
ID Sax-Zim Kestrels

We don’t conduct research in a bubble! All our 
Kestrel data goes to the American Kestrel Part-
nership. Visit at kestrel.peregrinefund.org



{
Thanks to a wonderful matching 
gift of 

$20,000 from 
Sue & Bruce Henke }

2,817
2,298
**go to www.inaturalist.org & search 
“Sax-Zim Bog” to see all the photos
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Virtually Live 
fi eld trip

views

Clinton’s 
Bog-ventures 
video views
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Species with photos entered 
into our iNaturalist database 

36,832

4,171

Number of species recorded in our Sax-Zim Bog Master List database
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13,547
Clinton’s 

Critters video 
views

folks walked the Bob Russell Bogwalk 
between Dec.4, 2020 & Feb.19, 2021

...an average of 36 visitors per day during the 

77 days of counting. ZERO on Christmas 

Eve, but 90 +  on several Saturdays in January!

5,480
Webinar & online 

program 
views

VIRTUAL 
OUTREACH
from Friends of 
Sax-Zim Bog

$93,095
given during GTMD period by...

447 Donors

$516,466
donated by all of you to...

Acres f Owls
since we began the program in 2013 
—Thank You!

Sax-Zim Bog species recorded 
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2020

1400 
folks attended Clinton’s 
webinars. You can see 
these webinars online 
under our “videos” tab.

views on YouTube of all of 
Sparky & Clinton’s fi eld 
trip videos & webinars.

60,030

2,770
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Educational 
Outreach

you helped us raise a good 
portion of our operating expenses 
and land protection funds during Give to the Max Day 2020.

+
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Give 

to the Max Day

is Nov 18, 2021

Donate online

at saxzim.org s

Scan to go to 
our website 

page with links 
to ALL videos



Here is the next generation of “Bog Buddies” 
enjoying Sax-Zim. They will be our future leaders.

Iris Freeman and Warren Woessner out 
looking for warblers in May.

Here is proof that our annual Bog BioBlitzes are 
a ton of fun!

Sparky looking for Black-backed Woodpeckers 
during the fi lming of Virtually Live 13. 

Board Member Julie fi nds a wig (!) during our
bi-annual litter clean up along Hwy 133.

Kestrel bander Hannah Toutonghi with her little 
friend.

Johannes and Chris Nelson searching for 
LeConte’s Sparrows along Arkola Road.

Sarah Beaster and Kelly Beaster plant our new 
native wildfl ower garden at the Welcome Center.

Naturalist Jason Heinen helps Elena identify her 
fi nd at Bog BioBlitz IX.

Operations Director Sarah Beaster with the 
“GoPro on a pole” checking Kestrel boxes.

Head Naturalist Clinton searching for six- and 
eight-legged critters in Zim WMA.
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Board Chair Lori getting ready for our Gratitude 
Gathering.

Kim Eckert spearheaded fundraising for the Bob Russell Bogwalk. Kim and Bob were lifelong friends. Many of Bob’s friends and work associates 
attended the ceremony. Kim cuts the “ribbon” with the golden loppers to open the boardwalk at Winterberry Bog in November 2020.



Together we have documented over 1600 species in the Sax-Zim 
Bog but some of our favorites are (Kristina) Columbia Slikmoth, 
Trailing Arbutus, Cuckoo-flower, Three-banded Ladybug, Barn Owl 

(our 10th owl species for the Bog!), Wolves and (Clinton) Blue-spotted 
Salamander, Northern Redbelly Dace, Hoary Bat, Elfin Skimmer, Northern 
Sedge Locust, Jutta Arctic, LeConte’s Tiger Beetle. We would both love 
to find a Moose in the Bog!

The Sax-Zim Bog is such a unique ecosystem that supports such an 
immense range of biodiversity and for us, it is worthwhile to support 
an organization that is working to conserve and educate. We are both 
strong advocates for underdog species and ecosystems, so it makes sense 
to support (and work for) an organization that is trying to do just that.

Rick Schroeder

Volunteer 
Profile

Mecaphesa sp Crab Spider 
(Clinton Dexter-Nienhaus)

Immature Bald Eagle

Twice-
stabbed 

Stinkbugs White morph Showy 
Ladyslipper (Ben Yokel)

Rose Pogonia 
(Ben Yokel)

Rushes at Nichols Lake

Porcupine (Jason Heinen)

Greater Fringed Gentian  
at Fringed Gentian Bog  

(Rubin Stenseng)

Brown Elfin (Jason Heinen)

Pine Grosbeak (Jason Heinen)

You mean we haven’t profiled our 
star Naturalist?! Clinton has now 

been with us for 6 years. Kristina is 
also a wonderful naturalist & helps 
during our events. She even films 

Clinton for his videos!

Rick put in many hours working (and 
sweating in the crazy August humidity) 
on the construction of the Bob Russell 

Memorial Bogwalk. Thanks Rick!

Two-marked Treehopper  
(Jason Heinen)

Discovering six Great Gray Owls just 50 feet away from us in a 
nest on a Big Day back in the 1990s was truly one of my greatest 
experiences in Sax-Zim. Four babies (bigger than their parents!) 

and an adult all crowded in their nest; then the other adult silently 
swooped in and passed off a big rodent to the nearest open beak. 

I’d love to see the Fringed Gentian in the Bog.  But I wouldn’t say no 
to a Blue-spotted Salamander or a Virginia Rail!

“Who will hold the skies up now that the big trees are down?” Those 
are lyrics written by Doug Wood regarding who must take over when 
people like Sigurd Olson and Rachel Carson are no longer with us. 
Friends of Sax-Zim Bog is helping take on that roll.

Staff Profile
Clinton & 
Kristina



Volunteer 
 Profile

Eileen Schantz 
Hansen

Blue-spotted Salamander 
(Clinton Dexter-Nienhaus)

W  hile seeing any owl is thrilling, the Barn Owl I saw in Sax-Zim during  
January 2020 comes to my mind as a highlight. It was a life bird for 
me! Someday I would like to see a Connecticut Warbler in Sax-Zim’s 

spruce bogs...and I’d love to find more orchid species. 

Boardwalks draw me to visiting the bog. They provide a place for a quiet 
walk into valuable habitat important for boreal birds and mammals. 
Recently I enjoyed seeing Canada Jays and a Pine Marten at the Warren 
Woessner Bog Boardwalk at the Warren Nelson Bog.

I support Friends of Sax-Zim Bog to protect, preserve and manage valu-
able green space in its natural state. Educating through field trips and 
online videos, they expose the wonders of the Bog to a large audience.

Striped 
Coralroot
orchid
(Ben Yokel)

Short-eared Owl along  
Stone Lake Road 

Mink along Stone Lake Road
Great Gray Owl on McDavitt during 

our Dusk/Night field trip
Northern Goshawk over Warren  

Nelson Bog (Jason Heinen)

Short-tailed Weasel 
(Clinton  
Dexter-Nienhaus)

Lance & Lisa 
Novak

Pink-edged Sulphur on 
Intermediate Dogbane

Great Gray Owl at sunset

Evening Grosbeaks at Welcome 
Center feeders

Not many folks would eagerly par-
ticipate in our bi-annual roadside 
trash clean-ups...but Eileen does!

She is also a regular field trip 
 participant & donor!

You many not know this, but Lance 
& Lisa’s very generous donation is 
helping make our upcoming land 
purchase a reality! Lisa is also a 
wonderful nature photographer!

Donor 
Profile Spending a finger-and-toe-freezing morning alone with a hunting Snowy 

Owl was definitely my most memorable Sax-Zim memory (Lisa). For 
Lance it was seeing the Boreal Owl in 2020. Such a small creature that 

brought so much excitement for me and visitors from around the world. 

The bird we have not seen yet, and would love to find in Sax-Zim, is the 
Northern Saw-whet Owl!

Every time we visit an amazing natural area we are so grateful for the 
people who had the foresight to preserve these habitats so our precious 
wildlife can thrive. FOSZB offers us a way to be a part of protecting the 
Sax-Zim Bog into the future. It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity to build 
that legacy right here in Minnesota and we are excited to offer our support.

Timber Wolf 
along Arkola



Friends of Sax-Zim Bog
PO Box 3585
Duluth, MN 55803

CONTACT US
Friends of Sax-Zim Bog
PO Box 3585
Duluth, MN 55803
218.209.2266
info@saxzim.org
www.saxzim.orgScan to go right 

to our website
Get up to date 
info at Facebook

Sarah Beaster
Operations Director

Lori Williams
Board Chair

Rubin Stenseng
Board Member

Heather-Marie Bloom
Welcome Center Naturalist

Jason Heinen
Welcome Center Naturalist

Ben Yokel
Board Member

Julie Ollila
Board Member-Secretary

Sparky Stensaas
Executive Director

Gene Ollila
Board Member

Clinton Dexter-Nienhaus
Head Naturalist

Mark Dudek Johnson
Welcome Center Naturalist

Dave Steininger
Board Member-Treasurer

Cover art by Sandy 
Hokanson (hokansonart.com)

Each talented, hard-working member of this team is 
integral to carrying out our Mission. We are commit-
ted to sustaining and appreciating the biodiversity of 
the Sax-Zim Bog.

Thank you for your incredible show of support for our 
work.

—Lori Williams, Board Chair

Preserving & Protecting the Sax-Zim Bog for Future Generations of Birds & Birders

printed on 10% 
recycled paper

Financial Statement

April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021
REVENUE FY 20-21
Individual Gifts $451,575 82%
Foundation Grants $62,750 11%
Merchandise Sales $22,420 4%
Events & Programs $7,672 2%
Corporate Matches $5,524 1%
TOTAL $549,942

EXPENSES
Program $148,693 69%
Administration $56,097 26%
Fundraising $9,659 5%
TOTAL $214,449
SURPLUS $335,493

BALANCE SHEET 
March 31, 2021
ASSETS 3-31-2021
Cash (incl. liquid assets) $582,837
Other Current Assets $8,732
Fixed Assets $648,448
TOTAL ASSETS $1,240,017
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities $4,047
Restricted Net Assets  $407,499
Unrestricted Net Assets $828,471
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  $1,240,017

@saxzimbog
on Instagram

Fiscal Year 2020-2021




